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Macomb County program

fights Social Security fraud

& Using secure Web site,
staff now can connect

to county’s birth records,
with a savings of $§257K.

By Eowakp L CARDENAS
The Detvodt Neas=

- MOUNT CLEMENS — The
Aacomb County Clerk and. the
Mount Clemens Social Security
Office have developed a new pro-
gram that will allow the federal

" agency to verify identification
‘with aclick of 2 mouse.

* “The innovative, Internet-based

- program was developed following

the passage of anew Imnigration
Reform and Tercorist Prevention
Act, which required that applica-
tions for Social Sei:urit,ir numbers
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That -meant ' Social | Security

- staffwould hayve to goto the clerk’s

office with birth records fo be
ranually verdfisd.

KNow Social Security employees
canverify birth reconds 1sing o se-
elire Web site that §s avallable to
personnel with federal security

clearance.

*“The reason we enacted the
law is there is a real problem with
forged Soclal Security. numbers,”
sald TS Rep. Sander Levin, -
Roval Oak, the
ranking  Demo-

Ways and Means
Social | Securty
Subcommittee

camby Chunty ta
see the program
firsthand.. “This
mikes sure it is r.Lght th.e ﬂlst
Hime”

The, Mount, Elemr:m ﬂm\\:‘ﬁ.
which serves about 300,000 peo-

Ln

“ple ineastern and northern Ma-

comb, s the first Social Scourity.
office in the nation 1o develop the

techinology, Emplayees at the of
fice are responsible for verifving

abont 5000 applications for So-
cial Security numbers annnally.
William Seaman, Social Securi-
ty Administration distriet manag-
er, estimates that the eompater
projgram will save the povernment
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who visited Ma-. -[l'l]mpamunwa.sbum in Macaln

bati Gmig.r

mare than $257.000 during the
next five years,
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While the compuler program
expeidiles the process, emplovecs ‘
atthe countyand federal level ney- |
eT 50E 'uur af the personal daxu i
mEents, -
When a' Soclali Sccumjr Em-_-_
plovee is dotiye aquery they: input.
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County, and the inforniation is '|
correct, the serven v-'iiﬁhm 'w:riI!}:_,
tlm‘lnrmmrd |

s pl:ilrattt mﬁ.n'nmhm‘l, mld-.
 of ACS, the Syracuse
‘based compiler company wh:r:h i
desigmdthemfmm Bl

=We don't wanlt to pass docu-
menls backand farth® :

Levin said he hopes this pro-
gram will be vaad thronghout the
country to guard personal jnfor-
mation and redues the costs for
Eocial Seeurity.

Yoii can reaeli Edward L Carde-
nies af (5560} 465-0520 or
eCeTrilens G delepe.conm,
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